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Pre-School & Primary School 

Thursday Pack 

The Thursday Pack is our weekly communication document sent to Parents and 

Staff to keep everyone updated with events, updates and household business at 

United World College Maastricht Primary. 
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Separate attachments: 

1. Letter from Mr. Geoff Fisher 

 
 

 
 
 

On 2nd July 2010, UWCM Primary school under went its 4 year inspection as part of the 

Dutch procedure for the inspection of Primary Schools in The Netherlands. This was a 

very formal and rigorous inspection and we are very pleased to inform you that the 

overall quality of the school, the curriculum and the professionalism of the team was 

very good. The inspector particularly commented on the fact that the professionalism 

could be seen and felt in the school environment.  

 

We will continue to develop in the areas of: handwriting, the parent handbook and 

communicating results to all stakeholders. An official report will follow and will be 

shared with all stakeholders as soon as it is made available.  

 

 
 

Please find attached to this Thursday Pack a letter from Mr. Geoff Fisher. 

 

 

 
 

Thank you to all parents who made the farewell picnic last Saturday a great success. It 

was a lovely end to the school year, thank you. 

 

 
 

House Games Day 2009-2010 was a fit and fun day for all! A big thank you to all people 

who dedicated a lot of time to make the 2009-2010 Sports Day a great success! A 

particular thank you goes to: 

 
House Games Day parent volunteers 2010 

Antonella Ottaviani 

Ellen Mager 

Saskia Koeth 
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Sharon McMahon 

Miriam Vonk  

Zoe Oude Groeniger 

Andre Berger 

Michael Boyle 

Diane Clark 

Alan Tirivayi 

Mirjam Kooistra 

Stephanie Fisson 

 

Rembrandt ended the year with a pancake breakfast charity event and all children 

enjoyed an age appropriate movie morning with popcorn! 

 

The overall winning House for 2009-2010 was 

VERMEER!  
 

We had a special assembly on Wednesday morning to celebrate another great year of 

House Leagues. Vermeer was awarded the House League plate and certificates were 

awarded to the Prefects, who have done a fabulous job this year! This year has seen a 

lot more fund raising events as well as the usual sporting achievements and we truly 

believe that House Leagues help to capture the essence of the UWC spirit!  

 

 

 
 

On Wednesday your child came home with their final report card for 2009-2010 and a 

letter to explain which year group, A or B, and which teacher will be your childõs class 

teacher. Please note that your child will be taught by all teachers in the year group 

although the teacher named in the letter will be your first point of contact.  

 

If your child did not receive this form due to absence, please feel free to e-mail Mrs. 

Niki Cooper via admissions@uwcmaastricht.com from the first week of September 

onwards.  

 

 

 

 

mailto:admissions@uwcmaastricht.com
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In comparison to last yearõs summer project we have a somewhat smaller construction 

project planned this summer!  

The Primary Administration Office 

The Primary office will be divided in to 3 smaller offices. This will enable Mrs. Gonnie 

Crawford, Ms. Catherine Copeland and Mrs. Cooper & Ms. Harwood to have three 

separate offices, which will create a more comfortable and therefore productive work 

environment.  

DAL and Library teaching spaces 

Due to the development of the new teaching spaces in the Secondary building the 

Primary school library will be moved into the Primary building. The library will be 

situated upstairs in the DAL room. This room will be timetabled for DAL use 3 x per 

week and library use 2 x per week. The DAL programme will benefit from 3 separate 

work areas to support the differentiation for beginners, intermediate and proficient 

speakers of Dutch. These areas will be created in the existing DAL and SEN rooms. 

This will enable us to maximise the use of each room and to create work spaces which 

reflect the needs of each department. In addition the library will become an integral 

part of the school which will make it a more accessible, working library. Thank you to 

Mrs. McMahon, Ms. Koekkelkoren, Mrs. Smeets, Ms. Harwood and Mr. Van Hingel for 

working together to realise these plans.  

Health and Wellness and Facilities 

Due to the ongoing frustration regarding the shared use of the secondary gym the 

decision has been made that UWCM Primary will make use of a local gym facility. This 

gym is appropriately equipped for primary aged children and we look forward to being 

able to implement two Health & Wellness lessons per week in a quality facility.  
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We have had contact from families who have already left for their holidays and who 

have left school. The Thursday Pack is being read from afar! Greetings to you all and we 

hope you have a safe and happy holiday! 

 

 

 

This is the time of year that families are leaving. All of your friends at UWCM Primary 

wish you well on your next adventure! We would greatly appreciate it if you could keep 

in touch with us please! If you would like to send any photographs of you at your new 

school and or house, please do so and we will be sure to display these next to the Thumb 

Print Paintings in the entrance hall. We always enjoy hearing from you! 
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www.uwcmaastricht.com 

Next weekõs issue of the Thursday Pack will be the last one of this school year. 

Please check the school website towards the end of the summer holiday for any 

announcements regarding the start of the school year. 

 

 

 

We strongly advise that children make an effort to maintain their English language and 

in particular their reading skills over the summer holiday. There is evidence that the 

childrenõs level in English temporarily regresses over the summer period especially for 

students who are not exposed to English over the holiday period.  

Those children in Year 2, 3 and 4 can continue with their Lexia reading program on the 

computer. If you have not yet installed this on your home computer, please do not 

hesitate to contact Mr. Peter Wijnker, our ICT Coordinator, so he can provide you with 

the instructions on how to do this p.wijnker@uwcmaastricht.com. 

For those students not in these year groups you can also visit the school website 

www.uwcmaastricht.com. Then go to Primary School ð> Links and here you will find a 

range of website links for different subject areas. In addition you can always try to 

keep in touch with your friends by writing e-mails, postcards or letters. You can also 

keep a diary of your holiday as nice keep sake. There are plenty of fun and interesting 

ways to maintain your skills over the summer! Weõd love it if you shared your ideas with 

us. Please e-mail n.cooper@uwcmaastricht.com so I can include your ideas in the 

Thursday Pack. 

http://www.uwcmaastricht.com/
mailto:p.wijnker@uwcmaastricht.com
http://www.uwcmaastricht.com/
mailto:n.cooper@uwcmaastricht.com
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School starts on Thursday 9th September at 08:20. 

The new students have their induction morning the day before so they can meet the 

teachers and get over their first day nerves!  

Friday 10th September 2010. 

 Half day for Kindergarten, Year 1, Year 2 and Year 3. 08:30 - 12:00. 

 Full day for Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6. 08:20 ð 15:15 

Open House Afternoon on Friday 10th September 2010 

13:00 ð 15:15 

This is an opportunity to find out more about the UWCM Primary Curricula 

subjects and extra curricular activities, events and services in an informal 

setting.  

There will be stands representing: Language, Math, IPC, ESL, DAL, Health & 

Wellness, Music, Mother Tongue, Third Culture Kids, Service & Learning, Global 

Concerns, PD Clubs, Music School, MIK after school care, University Maastricht 

Language Centre, Parent Support Group and more!  

During this time you can sign up to attend specific workshops related to some of 

the subjects, which will be held during the first term of school. 

 15:15 ð 16:00  

During this time you are welcome to visit your childõs classroom and to meet the 

teachers. 
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The long awaited Year Book 2009-2010 was revealed this week! It is yet another 

fantastic representation of the school year. Thank you to all people involved in 

creating this infamous book, it is a page turner and every time you pick it up you 

find something new! 

 

 

Thank you to Mrs. Katerberg for providing very useful information regarding local 

events throughout the school year. Please find below a list of events and activities 

taking place in the local area over the summer holiday. 

SUMMER PLAY DATES AT THE PARK! 

The Maastricht International weekly meets at De Dojo www.tinyurl.com/thedojo for 

their playgroup session.  However, during the summer holiday, they meet up on both 

Wednesday and Friday at various play parks and other locations.  Although playgroup is 

catered for the under fours, the summer schedule does welcome older siblings and any 

other international families who are in Maastricht this summer and feel like tagging 

along.  Please find attached a Google Map: www.tinyurl.com/2010-MIP-Summer-

Schedule that includes all necessary information. For further information: 

mipmip@home.nl.   

WHATõS THERE TO SEE AND TO DO IN AND AROUND MAASTRICHT 

THIS SUMMER! 

 

Maastricht Tourist Office (English): 

http://www.vvvmaastricht.eu/home.html?lang=2  

English Tourist Information Guide (pdf): 

http://media.vvvzuidlimburg.nl/documents/VVVZL_WW07_Engels.pdf 

Maastricht Events, incl. info on Preuvemint (English) and other summer 

happenings: http://www.vvvmaastricht.eu/events.html  

http://www.tinyurl.com/thedojo
http://www.tinyurl.com/2010-MIP-Summer-Schedule
http://www.tinyurl.com/2010-MIP-Summer-Schedule
mailto:mipmip@home.nl
http://www.vvvmaastricht.eu/home.html?lang=2
http://media.vvvzuidlimburg.nl/documents/VVVZL_WW07_Engels.pdf
http://www.vvvmaastricht.eu/events.html
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Maastricht Play Parks (Speeltuinen): 

Speeltuin Heer, Heer - www.speeltuinheer.nl    

Speeltuin Fort Willem, Caberg - www.speeltuinfortwillem.nl  

Speeltuin Merregelhoof, Sint Pieter - www.speeltuinmerregelhoof.nl   

Play Parks (Speeltuinen) in Maastricht Area 

Dagstrand Oost Maarland ð http://www.dagstrand.nl  

De Nachtegaal, Meerssen - http://www.uitspanningdenachtegaal.nl/ 

Taverne & Speeltuin õt Koetshoes, Valkenburg - http://www.koetshoes.nl/  

Kasteel Park Born www.kasteelparkborn.nl  

Drielandenpunt, Vaals (incl. maize): www.drielandenpunt.nl  

Pietersheim, Lanaken (Belgium) 

http://www.vvvlanaken.be/recreatie/detail/kinderboerderij/ 

Bokrijk, Belgianõs largest playground in Genk (Belgium), www.bokrijk.be   

 

Animal Parks 

Gaiapark Kerkrade - http://www.gaiapark.nl/index.php?id=398  

Kasteelpark Born ð http://www.kasteelparkborn.nl  

Mondo Verde Landgraaf - 

 http://www.wereldtuinenmondoverde.nl/index.php?id=18  

Aachener Zoo, Aachen (Germany) - http://www.euregiozoo.de/site_en/  

Wildlife Park Gangelt (Germany) - http://www.wildpark-

gangelt.com/eng/index.html   

 

Miscellaneous 

Strawberry picking at Aardbeienland (Strawberry Land), Horst - 

http://www.aardbeienland.nl/  

Blueberry picking at blueberry farm Gruitrode (Belgium) - 

http://www.blauwebessen.be/default.aspx?pid=36&sitelang=dutch  

Hoensbroek Castle: http://www.kasteelhoensbroek.nl/html/?me=2&su=0&si=3  

Blotevoetenpad (barefoot path) Zutendaal (Belgium): 

http://www.lieteberg.be/navigatieframeset.htm  

Fun Forest Venlo: http://www.funforest.nl/venlo/en/home  

 

Afrikacentrum (http://www.afrikacentrum.nl)  

http://www.speeltuinheer.nl/
http://www.speeltuinfortwillem.nl/
http://www.speeltuinmerregelhoof.nl/
http://www.dagstrand.nl/
http://www.uitspanningdenachtegaal.nl/
http://www.koetshoes.nl/
http://www.kasteelparkborn.nl/
http://www.drielandenpunt.nl/
http://www.vvvlanaken.be/recreatie/detail/kinderboerderij/
http://www.bokrijk.be/
http://www.gaiapark.nl/index.php?id=398
http://www.kasteelparkborn.nl/
http://www.wereldtuinenmondoverde.nl/index.php?id=18
http://www.euregiozoo.de/site_en/
http://www.wildpark-gangelt.com/eng/index.html
http://www.wildpark-gangelt.com/eng/index.html
http://www.aardbeienland.nl/
http://www.blauwebessen.be/default.aspx?pid=36&sitelang=dutch
http://www.kasteelhoensbroek.nl/html/?me=2&su=0&si=3
http://www.lieteberg.be/navigatieframeset.htm
http://www.funforest.nl/venlo/en/home
http://www.afrikacentrum.nl/
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The Afrikacentrum in Cadier & Keer is a great museum which is located in Cadier & 

Keer, very near to Maastricht.  Divided over three different floors in the Africa 

Centre, children and adults get the chance to imagine they are in West Africa for a day. 

THE MUSEUM REGULARLY ORGANIZES SPECIAL CHILDREN WORKSHOPS.  ON 14 +28 

JULY AND 11 AUGUST: FIMO CLAY CUTLERY DECORATIONS; 20 OCTOBER: CLAY HUT; 

22 DECEMBER: NATIVITY SCENE (HTTP://WWW.AFRIKACENTRUM.NL/ALGEMEEN/FR-

MAIN-ALGEMEEN.HTM).  FOR FURTHER INFO AND TO REGISTER: 

EDUCATIE@AFRIKACENTRUM.NL. 

THEY ALSO ORGANIZE BIRTHDAY PARTIES ON WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAY AFTERNOON, 

THAT INCLUDES A TOUR OF MUSEUM, SOME CRAFTS AND A DJEMBÉ (AFRICAN DRUM) 

SESSION!  COST: 75 EURO FOR A GROUP OF 10 CHILDREN (>7).  FOR FURTHER 

DETAILS: HTTP://WWW.AFRIKACENTRUM.NL/EDUCATIE/FR-MAIN-EDUCATIE.HTM.  

 

 

A final farewell to all families! Thank you for your ongoing support throughout the 

school year, this year can certainly go down as yet another interesting chapter in the 

history of the school and we are excited about the prospect of another chapter 

unfolding next school year! We wish you a safe and happy holiday and best wishes for 

the future whether you are leaving or returning.  

 

I trust that this information has kept you fully informed of events to date. If you have 

any queries, please do not hesitate to contact me or another member of the Primary 

Management Team.                                     

Regards,  

Catherine Copeland, Head Teacher of UWCM Primary 

http://www.afrikacentrum.nl/algemeen/fr-main-algemeen.htm
http://www.afrikacentrum.nl/algemeen/fr-main-algemeen.htm
mailto:educatie@afrikacentrum.nl
http://www.afrikacentrum.nl/educatie/fr-main-educatie.htm

